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Baskahegan Grange, No. 126 
Progress of the Store for the Past 
Twenty-five Years 
Evils of Usury 
Liberty, Wealth, Decay
PREFACE
I offer this book for the purpose of assisting 
the herein mentioned institutions. Also for the 
purpose of aiding, in my feeble way, for the es­
tablishment of better laws for a much abused peo­
ple. The Earl of Chatham, England’s great 
statesman, said: “Show me the laws of a coun­
try and I will show you the condition of its peo­
ple.” Starting upon this proposition, we are led 
to the conclusion that the laws of our country 
are not in accordance with the principles of jus­
tice and equality. The abandoned farms and the 
falling off, in the number, of inhabitants in rural 
towns, almost everywhere, is proof positive that 
there is something wrong; arid we have many 
reasons for believing that the laws passed for many 
years, allowing special privileges to the few at 
the expense of the many, are largely responsible 
for present conditions.
CARROLL
First settlers came here about 1830. First 
birth, William E. Oliver, Feb. 16, 1834, son of 
Wm. D. and Susan Oliver. Second birth, Mor­
rill E. Brown, Feb. 17, 1834, son of Ezekiah and 
Evelina Brown. Town organized about 1844. 
First Town Clerk, William P. Stevens; first Board 
of Selectmen, Thomas Lindsay, Horace Brown and 
Jacob T. Carr; first Town Treasurer, Charles 
Brown; first Post Master, Galen Gates. He 
served from 1844 to June, 1865. In 1849, with 
Orrington Cushman, he went to California in the 
ship, “California Packet,” from Cutler around 
Cape Horn, leaving the post office in charge of 
his son, Albion, then 10 years of age. At the 
expiration of seven years, on account of a relapse 
of “Canker Rash” and “Scarlet Fever,” Albion 
gave up the office to his younger sister, Mary Har­
riet, who took charge of it the balance of the 
time (about thirteen years). John A. Larrabee 
served as Town Clerk forty-five years. Albion 
Gates served as Town Treasurer twenty-eight 
years. Hiram Stevens served as School Superin­
tendent seven years in succession.
Miles of Town Road, 32.
Number of Schoolhouses, 7.
Number of Churches, 1.
Number of Blacksmith-shops, 1; Ellis Palmer, 
Proprietor.
Number of Post Offices, 1; Marilla Palmer, 
Postmistress.
Number of Cheese and Butter Factories, 1; 
F. M. Tolman, Proprietor.
Number of General Stores, 2.
Baskahegan Grange Store—Galen Gates, Man­
ager (No. 1); Henry Bailey, Proprietor (No. 2).
Number of inhabitants according to the cen­
sus of 1910, 472.
1911, March, assets over liabilities, $00.00.
Town has on hand a nice hearse, road ma­
chine, two scrapers and three snow-plows, all paid 
for in full.
The town of Carroll is situated in the eastern 
part of Penobscot County. It is bounded on the 
North by Prentiss, on the East by Kossuth, in 
The County of Washington, on the South in part, 
by Lakeville, on the West by Springfield. This 
town has many good farms cleared mostly from 
hard wood growth. The land is strong and pro­
ductive; some meadows, from which large quan­
tities of hay are cut each year; some cedar swamps, 
in different parts of the town; and in the south­
eastern part there are several quite high moun­
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tains, covered mostly with spruce timber. The 
balance of the land, not cleared, is mostly hard­
wood growth, interspersed with spruce timber. 
There is one sawmill, in the northeastern part of 
the town, owned by C. E. Tolman, and one, owned 
by Thomas Lowell of Carroll, just across the line 
in Springfield, at the southeastern comer of the 
town. The farmers raise and sell horses, cattle, 
sheep, swine, hens, chickens, eggs, butter, cheese, 
hay, grain, and potatoes. Also raise turnips, car­
rots, beets, cabbages, corn, and beans. From the 
centre of the town to the nearest railroad station, 
at Kingman, it is about 16 miles. Many pota­
toes are hauled there and sold. Many people 
think that they had rather haul their potatoes that 
distance than pull “witch grass’ in towns much 
nearer to the station. There is a lime quarry, a 
little west of the centre of the town, from which 
there has been manufactured and sold several 
thousand barrels of lime. Since the death of the 
proprietor, Homer Gates, about 20 years ago, the 
business has been closed out. The oldest man 
in town is Mr. William McKenney, who was 99 
years of age in November, 1910. He is in good 
health now. The North Penobscot Telephone 
Line passes through Carroll, from Kingman to 
■Springfield. Central is at Mrs. Maude Lindsay’s.
The Eastern Maine Railroad will pass through 
Carroll, from Brewer to Houlton, according to 
the charter granted by the Maine Legislature at 
Augusta in March, 1911.
THE CHURCH
The church was built in the year 1889, by D. 
W. Danforth, with the money accumulated by the 
“Carroll Sewing Circles.” The first circle must 
have been organized by the ladies late in the 30’s 
or early in the 40’s. All of them who helped at 
that time have passed over the river, and this 
church stands a monument to their memories. 
Others have kept and are keeping the circle along 
and have completed the building, at a cost of 
about $1000.
Early in the 40’s, before any schoolhouses were 
built, religious services were held at Galen Gates’ 
house. Even “Quaker” meetings were held there; 
and sometimes, after the congregation was assem­
bled, the people would have to wait an hour or 
more before anything would be said, for the “Spir-
it to move.” Quarterly Meetings were held at 
Charles Brown’s barn; and later, religious services 
have been held in Hiram Stevens’ maple grove. 
In those days the majority of the people were 
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church-going; but since there has been a good 
church built, and quite centrally located, too many 
are apparently trying “to lay up treasures on 
earth” for this short life, that will soon fade away, 
instead of laying up treasures above for the “Eter­
nal Life” that will never fade away. They sel­
dom go to church, and whenever they do go they 
want to be assured that they are perfectly safe 
without any exertion of their own. The land on 
which the church is built was given by Mrs. Lydia 
Spencer in 1889. In 1894 the church circle was 
reorganized, under the name of “The Rising Star,” 
and the members began raising money to finish 
the church. In 1896-97 the chimney was built, 
the inside finished, and later on new seats and an 
organ were purchased. Up to this time there was 
no church organization and no settled pastor. 
Elders Scott, Thompson and Reeves had filled the 
pulpit at different times. There had also been 
several Quarterly Meetings. In 1905 Carroll and 
Springfield united, and Miss Ethelyn E. Knight of 
Westbrook, Maine (now the wife of Rev. Fred­
erick Brown of Brookfield, Mass.,), was hired as 
pastor. She worked among the people two years, 
and during her stay the church organization was 
formed with 10 members. The next pastor was 
Rev. Isabelle Phelps of Whiting, Vermont, who 
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also remained two years, adding four more mem­
bers to the church. Miss Phelps resigned to take 
up missionary work in North China. Since then, 
Elders Branch, Vance and Berry have been here, 
each remaining a short time. Two loyal mem­
bers, Mrs. Jessie Muzzy and Samuel Oliver, have 
passed on to their reward, leaving twelve on the 
list to continue the good work as Christians and 
church members. The present pastor is Thomas 
W. Ross of Bangor Theological Seminary.
Yea, there was my conversion to a belief in a 
future higher and better life (“Spiritualism”), 
prior to June 1, 1909; then a blank from which it 
is a long time to recovery.
WILL THERE BE LIGHT FOR ME?
“Will there be light at even-tide, when my bark 
unmoors for sea?
Will faith’s bright ray illume the way, O will there 
be light for me?
Will there be light? O will there be light?
O will there be light for me, for me?
Will there be light at even-tide, when my bark 
unmoors for sea?
“When I draw near the other shore, will there be 
a shining band
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Of those I knew and loved on earth, awaiting me 
on the strand?
Will there be light? O will there be light? 
O will there be light for me, for me?
Will there be light of faces bright, on the banks 
of the crystal sea?
“On yonder shore are the golden gates, that lead 
to the city fair,
Where Jesus stands with outstretched hands, to 
bid me welcome there.
There will be light, O there will be light, 
O there will be light for me, for me;
He is the light of glory bright, that shone on 
Calvary.”
THE CHEESE FACTORY
The cheese factory was built in the year 1888, 
by A. M. Tolman, A. H. Lindsay, and Baskahegan 
Grange, at a cost of nearly $1300, including press, 
milk-tank, scales, and all necessary material for 
the manufacture of cheese. D. W. Danforth was 
carpenter and took charge of the building opera­
tion. F. H. Nickerson made the cheese the first 
two years. Bela Kimball the following four years. 
Then W. B. Lindsay the following four years.
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Then John Devine the following two years. Then 
F. M. Tolman bought the factory and all material 
,on hand. He put in an engine, for the purpose 
of making butter, and is now manufacturing both 
butter and cheese. He also uses the engine for 
grinding grain. This factory has been a great 
benefit to the people of this town. A few years 
ago, many people began to go wild by raising 
potatoes. Their cows were sold. This has been 
a great injury to the factory, the store, and the 
town, as well as their farms. By keeping cows, 
farms will grow better; by raising potatoes, the 
land is impoverished.
BASKAHEGAN GRANGE, NO. 126
This Grange, or Patrons of Husbandry, was 
organized March 12, 1875, with thirty-one charter 
members.
First Master, A M. Tolman.
First Overseer, O. L. Lindsay.
First Secretary, Bemas Lamb.
First Treasurer, Albion Gates.
The principal object of this organization was 
to purchase goods and ascertain if we could not 
save some money by so doing. Consequently, 
Bemas Lamb, Secretary, was instructed to buy a 
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small bill of goods, to be paid for when sold to 
members, at cost, for cash. Mr. Lamb carried on 
this business, on a small scale, for about two 
years, never charging a dollar for his services; 
and so very well pleased were the members with the 
success of the operation that they concluded to 
try and do business on a larger scale. A trade 
was made with Horace Brown for $1500 to build 
a store and hall and buy goods and sell. Mr. 
Brown was to attend the store, and he began buy­
ing and selling from his own home, in a small 
building nearby. The members subscribed and 
paid nearly $300 for building purposes. As soon 
as the store part would do, Mr. Brown moved the 
goods on hand therein and continued the business 
about four years in all. Then upon settlement 
with the committee having charge of building, 
etc., consisting of J. A. Larrabee, A. M. Tolman, 
and Calvin Lane, by the offer of the committee 
Mr. Brown was to have all goods and money to 
pay all outstanding bills for goods, give up all 
demands for money loaned and interest on same 
and for services for all buying and selling goods. 
After the report of the committee at the next 
regular meeting of the Grange, it was voted to 
take $212, in the hands of Orrington Cushman, 
Treasurer of the Grange, and buy goods for the 
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store. The members made choice of Albion Gates 
for agent to buy and sell. The committee was to 
mark selling prices. Flour was sold for 25c profit 
per barrel, molasses for l c profit per gallon, and 
everything down to “bed rock.” Mr. Gates ex­
pended all the time necessary, and no more, for 
four months without charging anything for his 
services. Then, at a regular meeting, he said he 
was unable to attend to the business any longer 
upon these terms; and called for others to do the 
business upon the same terms; but none would 
do it, and there were several that were abundantly 
able; but their “public spirit” seemed to be en­
tirely exhausted. Finally, Mrs. Ann M. Tolman 
arose and said: “I do not like to hear of any­
body working for nothing, and I think we had 
better keep Mr. Gates in the store and pay him 
for his services.” It was so voted. Mr. Gates 
attended to the business four months longer, and 
charged $4.00 per month, total amount $16.00. 
He had made $114.94 during the eight months, 
besides expenses, and no outstanding bills to pay. 
On account of other business, he resigned. His 
resignation was accepted and they made choice of 
A. M. Tolman to serve one year at $1.00 per day. 
At the end of the year an account of stock was 
taken and the committee reported that he had 
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increased the stock in trade $330. As Mr. Tol­
man did not want to serve any longer, Albion 
Gates was chosen to serve, at $1.00 per day. Af­
ter 23 days’ service his father was taken suddenly 
and dangerously ill at St. Stephen, N. B., and Mr. 
Gates was obliged to go, and left the business in 
the hands of A. M. Tolman. He served one 
month and reported that he could serve no longer, 
so Mr. Gates was requested to return; but he did 
not think the business was paying or could pay 
one dollar per day, and have much left for the 
store. Finally, there did not seem to be anyone 
to attend and talk began about closing up the 
store. One man offered 50 percent of the cost of 
the goods, another said he would close up the 
business to the best advantage that he could; but 
thought it would take about everything to do it. 
No one seemed to want anything to do with it, 
unless they could see money coming into their own 
pockets. “Selfishness” again predominates, and 
“public spirit” was obliged to take a “back seat.” 
The majority of the members did not like the 
idea of closing the store; and finally Hiram Stev­
ens agreed to do the business one year upon these 
conditions: He was to have $1.50 per day, pro­
viding the business would pay that amount and 
all expenses. Upon settlement with the commit­
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tee, it was understood, considering the repairs 
inside of the store, etc., that Mr. Stevens got fairly 
well paid for his services; but no increase of stock 
in trade. This settlement was completed on or 
about August 15, 1884. At this time, as well as 
at a former period, about two years before, trade 
was very dull, and no one seemed to want to at­
tend to the business of the store; and some of the 
members were again beginning to talk of closing 
out.
Finally, Mr. H. Brown came to the rescue and 
said: “If you will (as he expressed it) put Al­
bion in the store, I will buy the goods and have 
them come in my name, pay for them, and Albion 
can pay me, as fast as he sells and collects. So 
on the 19th day of August, Mr. Gates started in 
again for 10c per hour, and a little later he 
“struck” for 15c, and got it. Well, business was 
done one year or more, perhaps nearly two, when 
one day Mr. Gates went to Mr. Brown’s and paid 
him quite a sum of money, making his account 
against the Grange store look pretty small. Mr. 
Brown said: “I believe, Albion, that you intend 
to catch up with me, don’t you?” Mr. Gates 
said: “Yes, we hope to.” Not a very long time 
after, Mr. Brown was paid in full, together with 
five to six hundred dollars of old debts that Mr. 
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Brown had paid to start with. During this peri­
od of uncertainty Mr. Brown didn’t charge any­
thing for his time, trouble, or the use of his 
money. Then again the goods were, and are still, 
marked to Baskahegan Grange.
During the time of trade, this store was en­
tered by robbers five times. Once when Mr. 
Brown was in charge, and four times when Mr. 
Gates was agent. Only once was anything taken 
that amounted to very much; and that was by a 
.peddler named “Palen.” He took all the goods 
that he could carry into the woods and buried 
them in the ground, laid an old door over them, 
put on dirt and leaves, and set out a tree near the 
door. Upon making the discovery of the robbery, 
Mr. Gates began to look for the thieves; and soon 
heard that a man had been seen, about 1 1/2 miles 
distant, on the road going towards Kingman. He 
went to Springfield and employed Deputy Sheriff 
C. R. Brown to find and arrest this suspicious 
looking person. After several days of search, the 
sheriff found and arrested him, on a hay mow in 
a barn, in the town of Bancroft. “Palen” con­
cluded to show where the goods were hidden. He 
was then taken to Bangor, had his trial, and was 
sentenced to four years in State Prison. He 
served his time and was heard of no more. This 
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robbery cost us $60.00, besides more or less dam­
age to the goods.
In the year 1888 the Grange voted to build, 
in company with A. M. Tolman and A. H. Lind­
say, a cheese factory. When completed and ready 
,for the manufacture of cheese, the cost to each 
,was $430, or in all about $1300. Those that 
brought milk paid $.015 per pound for making. 
Many sold their cheese at the Grange store, in 
payment for goods, and the cheese were shipped 
to wholesale dealers (in groceries mostly) in Ban­
gor by the agent. In the year 1896, Mr. Lindsay 
died, and later on Mr. Tolman bought his share 
,of his widow. In 1901, Mr. Tolman passed away, 
and his shares were sold to F. M. Tolman, and 
later on the Grangers also sold their shares to F. 
M. Tolman. In addition to the farm labors and 
store business of the agent, that already took from 
10 to 16 hours daily, including Sundays, the keep­
ing of the accounts, collecting and paying all bills 
pertaining to the building of the factory, and keep­
ing the “three strings” drawing equally, came 
his way. After the factory had been closed about 
two weeks, Tolman, Lindsay and Gates went to 
the factory to weigh the cheese. Tolman says: 
“Now, Albion, Alvin and I will do the weighing 
and marking, and you can do the 'figuring.’ ” 
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After getting the total amount of cheese, they 
said: “Now, you must see how many pounds of 
milk it takes to make a pound of cheese, then see 
how many pounds of cheese belongs to each one, 
according to the amount of milk brought here; 
also collect all bills due for making and pay all 
bills contracted for making.” Every following 
year, until F. M. Tolman made the cheese, Mr. 
Gates did all the weighing, dividing, collecting 
and paying all bills. Early in 1900 the majority 
of the members were in favor of tearing down 
the old individual sheds and building a new stable. 
Some thought it was better to wait a year or two, 
until a little better able, as there seemed to be 
no money in sight for the purpose.
But Mr. A. E. Gowell said he would give $10. 
He did so, and they voted to build. A choice was 
made of W. B. Lindsay, S. S. Mallett and Albion 
Gates for building committee. A. Gates did not 
want to serve, as he had all the business he could 
attend to. Some of the members said: “All we 
want you to do is to keep the accounts, so we may 
know how much the building costs when finished.” 
Mr. Gates said he would try and do that. Then 
they voted to hire $200 to begin with. Mr. Gates, 
in conference with the other two of the commit­
tee, said: “Do not hire any money until you are 
obliged to; but when you contract any bills for 
this stable, give an order on the store. We will 
try and pay all bills for a while.” The build­
ing was completed at a cost of $527 (Mr. Gowell 
had paid $10, and the store $517), not a dollar 
of hired money for the purpose, either. No one 
had any authority for doing business; in this way 
no one censured, no one recommended it. Later 
on, not only to stimulate trade, but to encourage 
prompt payments, the agent introduced the fol­
lowing bill or measure: That one-half the profits 
should be kept in trade, and the other half should 
be divided among the members, according to the 
amount of their trade, on condition that they 
settled their bills at the close of the year. The 
members of the Grange present unanimously voted 
in favor of the measure. Consequently, at the 
beginning of each year afterwards the agent kept 
an account of all the trade of all members until 
the close. Then all members entitled to a divi­
dend got credit on the books for their propor­
tional part. Early in the year of 1908 the agent 
introduced the following proposition, which was 
unanimously adopted: All living members having 
all dues paid on Jan 1, 1907, should have the 
same refunded, in goods from the store. The 
following is a copy of the report of the committee, 
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consisting of F. M. Tolman, H. A. Larrabee, and 
H. O. Spencer:
At that time Bro. Gates began trade with a 
capital of $212, borrowed from the Grange.
Bro. Gates has paid out the following:
Progress of the Store for the Past
Twenty-five Years
Cost of stable .........................................$ 517 00
Trade dividends...................................... 1,855 90
Dues refunded........................................ 1,845 30
Money paid back to Grange which he
had borrowed.................................. 212 00
Amount paid out.........................$4,430 20
Assets over liabilities Jan. 1, 1909 .... 3,249 60
Made from a capital of $330, af­
ter paying agent’s wages, 
etc............................................. $7,679 80
Trade dividends........................................ $1,855 90
Dues refunded......................................... 1,845 30
Paid back to members ...............$3,701 20
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By these figures we observe that the agent made 
yearly $307, and paid all bills.
We kept a cash account. Mr. H. A. Larrabee, 
one of the committee, ascertained that the average 
percentage on the sale of goods was 15 percent. 
We had sold more than $100,000 at 15 percent 
profit; it would amount to $15,000. One-half for 
expenses, the other half the total gain, in trade, 
as can be seen by the foregoing figures. Other 
stores, in nearby and surrounding towns, have sold 
on an average of 30 percent and more; but we will 
be as easy as possible on them and call it 30 per­
cent, so we can easily see that if we had bought this 
amount of goods elsewhere we should have paid 
in profits $30,000. So we have directly saved, by 
trading at the Grange store, at least $15,000; and 
indirectly, by regulating prices at many other 
stores, many more dollars have been saved for our­
selves and others. During the 25 years before 
Jan. 1, 1909, this store was a strictly one-price 
store, a non-interest paying and collecting, no in­
terest paid on hired money, none taken on account, 
no security by bills of sale on personal property or 
mortgages on farms for payment of goods. With­
in a large territory surrounding this store, none 
have been made rich by exacting exorbitant prices, 
and none have been made poor by paying unrea­
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sonable profits at Baskahegan Grange store. 
Many Grange stores started about the time ours 
did; all are closed out, as far as we know. Some 
of them failed and paid a percentage, that had 
better locations, more goods, more trade, and sold 
for higher prices; but “Old Baskahegan” still 
lives away back here in the woods among the 
“Hills of Carroll.” There are two or three stores 
that have started lately, but it remains to be seen 
whether they live or not in Maine. Several years 
ago, Manley Sawtelle often called at the store, and 
noticing my weary appearance, used to say: “Too 
much business, Albion; too much business.” On 
November 9, 1907, my dear wife, Mildred passed 
away; only sick five days with pneumonia. After 
this sudden and unexpected trouble, I began to 
fail faster, and on June 1, 1909, at the store, I 
was taken sick and was taken home. For 103 
days—to make a long story short—I was insane. 
On the following September 12, there was a little 
change for the better, a little light broke in upon 
my mind, difficult to describe. I was a long time 
getting into that awful condition, and it is taking 
me a long time to recover. Many of the burdens 
that I carried have been removed, so that almost 
anyone can now do the business of the store with­
out “going to the bad.” The object of these 
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“object lessons” heretofore mentioned (to the 
tune of $4218.20) was to call the attention of the 
members “that this sum was, “Seed sown on good 
ground and had returned after many days,” and 
to encourage them to continue to trade at their 
own store; not only when it is convenient, but 
take particular pains to do it; and, again, after 
many days you will be rewarded. There is no 
combination outside of the Grange that can close 
this store; but we can ourselves, by bad manage­
ment and neglecting and leaving our own store to 
starve for want of patronage. The management 
has been good. We are out of debt and abundant­
ly able to keep out. Now let us see to it that no 
debts and interest thereon creep in upon us, to 
please the “money lending” class. This town, 
where we do business, is virtually out of debt, by 
the last report of the Selectmen. The assets 
would pay all liabilities and have, March, 1910, 
$164.15 left. We wish we could say the same in 
regard to the finances of Penobscot County, State 
of Maine and United States of America, in which 
we live. There is no need of a bonded indebted­
ness in this country, anywhere, any more than in 
the town of Carroll and Baskahegan Grange. By 
my own personal experience, I have learned that, 
it is better to keep out of debt.
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Never bill of sale or mortgage.
Do not sell your home until you know where 
you can do better.
Never drink spiritous liquors.
Never use tobacco in any form. In 50 years, 
at 10c per day, it will cost more than $1800, 
enough to buy a good home for wife and children. 
A man that cares more for an old pipe, cigars, 
tobacco, and rum, than for the welfare of his 
family, never ought to have one.
Never play cards for money.
Never bet in another man’s game.
Never purchase anything you do not need.
Attend strictly to business and give sport a 
wide berth.
Keep ahead of your work, and never let your 
work get ahead of you.
A man that is ahead of his work is always 
ready for emergencies.
A man that is not ahead is not ready for any­
thing.
“Honor thy father and thy mother.”




Ten or twelve years ago there lived on Loomis 
street, Chicago, an old sage. Many of his sayings 
are worthy of record. The following are a few 
of them:
Evils of Usury.—The Hebrew word for usury 
is biting. In the seventeenth century the lenders 
were punished like thieves. It is said in Exodus 
XXII, 25-26: “If thou lend money to any of 
thy people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be 
to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon 
him usury.” And Leviticus XXV, 35-36: “If 
thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay 
with thee, then thou shalt relieve him; yea, though 
he be a stranger, or a sojourner, that he may live 
with thee. Take thou no usury of him.” The 
commonly accepted idea is that usury, as men­
tioned and condemned in the Bible, has reference 
to an excessive interest on money. It, however, 
meant interest on money for any amount. One 
percent per annum was regarded as usury. Usury 
has crucified the people of the world twice, and 
it was so recognized by the people at the two 
periods I refer to. It tore down their civiliza­
tions; but, in time, coming generations failed to 
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profit by the experience of their fathers, and now 
are about to have it all over again, by the painful 
process of experience. As the son too often fails 
to glean knowledge by informing himself of the 
experience of his father, so have the people of the 
past three hundred years overlooked (if they knew) 
of the past misery of their progenitors.
By allowing the “money lending crowd” to 
practice usury on the people, we are following in 
the footsteps of England, that has a perpetual 
national debt it never can pay. The “money­
sharks” of England, as well as the “bond-holders” 
of this country, never want the debt paid, never 
intend that it shall ever be paid; that we and our 
children shall continually pay tribute to them and 
their children. Scarcely had the war cloud broken 
when Shylock began to collect the gold and silver 
money of the country; and when Lincoln wanted 
money to carry on the war, the treasury was emp­
ty. No money could be hired, except at unrea­
sonable rates of interest. He read that “Congress” 
had power to coin money, and he fearlessly refused 
to submit to the demands of Shylock.
Following this declaration, came the enact­
ments of July 17, 1861, and February 12, 1862. 
These authorized the issue of $60,000,000 treasury 
notes, not bearing interest and payable on de­
mand. No exception clause on the back, but full 
legal tender money. They paid all bills that gold 
could pay, and there was no demand for “Shylock 
gold.” Consequently, Shylock must create a de­
mand. Greed neither slumbered nor slept; and 
at a convention of four delegates from New York 
banks, four from Philadelphia, and three from 
Boston, they managed to contrive plans to have 
the “exception clause” put upon the next and other 
issue of “Greenbacks,” “except duties on imports, 
and interest on the public debt,” which, from that 
time forward, should be paid in gold. That de­
preciated the “Greenbacks” so that they sold $100 
in gold for $285 in “Greenbacks,” and bought 
bonds in “Greenbacks” at their face value. The 
bonds were payable in the money of the country, 
gold, silver, or “Greenback.” But by corrupt leg­
islation the credit strengthening act by which the 
5-20 bonds were made payable in coin, thereby 
breaking the contract made with the people, by 
refusing to accept “paper money” according to 
agreement. By the demonitization of silver, 1873, 
and destroying the money quality of silver, bonds 
became payable in gold only, thus adding immense­
ly to their value. Now, by the foregoing corrupt 
legislation, together with the refunding of the 
national debt, resumption of specie payments, and 
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destruction of “Greenbacks,” seems to make it 
impossible for the people to pay this bonded debt, 
conceived and contracted in iniquity, regardless 
of the welfare of the common people, never think­
ing that men or assembly of men have, individu­
ally or collectively, no moral right to contract 
debts for their children to pay. To be in debt is 
to be in bondage. Shall we forever be kept in 
debt by this “monied aristocracy,” by allowing 
them to issue and control the currency of this 
country, in their interests wholly; or shall the 
people, through their representatives to Congress, 
do this in the interests of the whole people ? Gar­
field said: “Whoever controls the currency is ab­
solute master of all industry and commerce.”
This government should, at once, remonitize 
silver and issue full legal tender “Greenbacks” in 
sufficient quantities to do the business of the 
country upon a cash basis; and, whenever the 
bonds become due, pay them, instead of refunding 
them. When the bonds are all paid, this “Na­
tional Banking System” will be out of existence. 
By a strict construction of the law, the bonds are 
payable at the option of the government; but they 
construe the law to suit the convenience of the 
bondholder. Millions are piled up in the United 
States treasury; and, at the same time, the govern-
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ment is paying enormous sums for interest every 
year. They tell us it is necessary to keep it there, 
in order to float the $346,000,000 worth of 
“Greenbacks” now in circulation. The orders of 
this town of Carroll were always good for their 
face value; yet there was no gold or silver hoard­
ed up in the Treasurer’s vaults, to make them so. 
All the property in town is holden to secure the 
payment of the orders. Just so, the property in 
this broad land is holden for the payment of the 
government debts. Consequently, there is no nec­
essity for hoarding gold, or any kind of money. 
The financial question is the most important of 
any. No permanent justice and relief can be 
derived from any other. Jefferson said: “Eter­
nal vigilance is the price of liberty.” Now, shall 
we be vigilant and finally again be a free people; 
or continue to be indifferent and be slaves ? Final­
ly, shall this government go to destruction, as did 
Egypt, Babylon, Persia (the empire of 120 prov­
inces), Greece, and Rome?
“There is gathered around the capitol of this 
nation a gang of pirates, who thundered success­
fully at the doors until they have driven this gov­
ernment to the most preposterous acts of bad faith 
and legalized robbery that ever oppressed a free 
nation since the dawn of history.”—O. P. Morton.
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“I am with the laboring people. We never 
agreed to pay the bonds in gold or coin. No man 
can find it in the law or bonds. I will never sub­
mit to have one money for the people and another 
for the bondholder. It will sink any party, and it 
ought to.”—Ben Wade, in the U. S. Senate, 1869.
“Liberty can no longer endure in any country 
where the tendency of legislation is to concentrate 
wealth in the hands of the few.”—Daniel Webster.
“This country, with its institutions, belongs 
to the people who inhabit it.”—A. Lincoln.
“Funding is simply robbing the people on a 
grand scale.”—Jefferson.
“I am not among those who ever fear the 
people. They and not the rich are our depen­
dence for continued freedom. And to preserve 
their independence we must not let our leaders 
load them with perpetual debt.”—Jefferson.
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LIBERTY, WEALTH, DECAY 
Nebraska Independent, 1903
The result of great accumulations of wealth 
has always been the same. It would be well for 
us all to remember what that result has been. The 
history of nations has been summed up in three 
words: liberty, wealth, decay. We have had our 
season of devotion to liberty, years in which all 
men venerated the Declaration of Independence. 
Of late years those ideals have been completely 
abandoned by the ruling party. We have in­
dulged in wars of conquest and hold millions of 
men as subjects. We have entered on the stage 
of wealth and waste of the products produced by 
toil. What will follow next? Let us “look 
back,” not on a scene created by the imagination 
as Bellamy did, but upon the real facts of history, 
and see if we cannot draw a lesson from them. 
When Rome was great and its people happy, do 
we find that men of wealth were considered their 
greatest men? Was there immorality among the 
governing classes? Was the family life pure? 
Was it considered necessary that their judges and 
senators should receive large salaries? A recent 
authority sums up the conditions in Rome during 
the long period of its greatness as follows:
The three centuries from the secession of the 
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Plebs to the close of the second Punic war was a 
virtuous period. There was no divorce in Pome 
through all that time. The home life of the peo­
ple was clean and pure. Men and women respect­
ed the moral law and respected it because they 
venerated it.
Throughout this long period the life of the 
Roman people was one of temperance, frugality 
and simplicity.
Rufinus was degraded from the consulship for 
possessing ten pounds of silver plate when the law 
allowed him no more than eight ounces. Atilius 
received the consular dignity behind the plow. 
Regulus, though twice consul, possessed no more 
than one little field. Fabricius and Aemelius 
prepared their simple meals with their own hands.
Cincinnatus, who was once consul and twice 
dictator, after delivering his country from her 
enemies, retired to his small tract of land, upon 
which he maintained himself by his own labors. 
Fabricius, consul and victorious general, culti­
vated his own little field with his own hands.
Manius, the conqueror of Pyrrhus, refused the 
thirty acres of land offered him by the people in 
gratitude for his great services, deeming such lib­
erality unnecessary and excessive. Regulus, while 
in command of the army in Africa, wrote to the 
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senate asking for his recall, on the ground that 
the manager of his five-acre farm was dead; that 
the hired man had run away, carrying the farming 
tools with him, and that unless his farm was cul­
tivated he would be unable to support his wife 
and children.
Such were the Romans through the years and 
centuries when they were building up their mag­
nificent empire.
NOTES
Tolman’s mill may or may not be in use now.
Lowell’s son, Fred, is a blacksmith and may 
have a shop near.
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CONCLUSION
Many thanks to my friends, both far and near, 
for the shower of post cards (321) sent in kind 
remembrance on my birthday, May 19, 1911.
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